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The Eve of the Feast of St. Scholastica of Nursia, observed

9 February 2025
Evensong      4:00 P.M.

The Holy Communion      5:00 P.M.

The Reverend Canon David E. Boyd III, Officiant & Preacher
The Cathedral Schola

One of the jewels of the Anglican tradition, Choral Evensong is the English Reformation’s fusion of the ancient evening prayer 
services of Vespers and Compline. “In quires and places where they sing” the service is customarily offered according to the 
1662 Book of Common Prayer, whose texts for the canticles – Magnificat and Nunc dimittis – and most of the prayers (Latin, 
“Preces”) were first published in 1549 and are translations from the still more ancient Latin and Sarum rites for the Daily 
Offices. Over nearly five centuries, Evensong has both inspired worshippers and moved composers to create one of the largest 
corpuses of sacred music in the English language, music that enlightens our experience of God at the Cathedral of St. Philip 
week by week. 

The congregation sings the hymns and joins in silently as the choir offers music to God in praise and prayer on behalf of the 
world and the Church universal. Following the formal close of Evensong, an intimate “liturgy of the table” is offered at the 
high altar for those who wish to stay to receive Holy Communion.
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All stand for
The Procession

The Opening Sentences

The Invitatory and Psalter
All stand as the Choir sings
The Preces and Responses music: Joanne Forbes L’Estrange (b. 1971)

V. O Lord, open thou our lips:
R. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.
V. O God, make speed to save us:
R. O Lord, make haste to help us.
V. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
R. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
V. Praise ye the Lord. 
R.  The Lord’s Name be praised.

Candles are lit as all sing the
Office Hymn: 34 music: Innisfree Farm, Richard Wayne Dirksen (1921-2003)
 words: Mozarabic, 10th cent.; tr. Alan G. McDougall (1895-1964); rev. Anne K. LeCroy (1927-2016)
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All sit while the Choir sings
Psalm 34:1-8  Anglican chant: David Hurd (b. 1950)

 BCP, p. 627

I will bless the Lord at all times; *
 his praise shall ever be in my mouth.

I will glory in the Lord; *
 let the humble hear and rejoice.

Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; *
 let us exalt his Name together.

I sought the Lord, and he answered me *
 delivered me out of all my terror.

Look upon him and be radiant, *
 and let not your faces be ashamed.

I called in my affliction and the Lord heard me *
 and saved me from all my troubles.

The angel of the Lord encompasses those who fear him, *
 and he will deliver them.

Taste and see that the Lord is good; *
 happy are they who trust in him!

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
 and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
 world without end. Amen.

The Lessons
The First Lesson Ecclesiastes 12:1-14 

Lector A Lesson from The Book of Ecclesiastes.

Remember your creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come, and the years 
draw near when you will say, “I have no pleasure in them”; before the sun and the light and the 
moon and the stars are darkened and the clouds return with the rain; in the day when the guards of 
the house tremble, and the strong men are bent, and the women who grind cease working because 
they are few, and those who look through the windows see dimly; when the doors on the street 
are shut, and the sound of the grinding is low, and one rises up at the sound of a bird, and all the 
daughters of song are brought low; when one is afraid of heights, and terrors are in the road; the 
almond tree blossoms, the grasshopper drags itself along and desire fails; because all must go to 
their eternal home, and the mourners will go about the streets; before the silver cord is snapped, 
and the golden bowl is broken, and the pitcher is broken at the fountain, and the wheel broken at 
the cistern, and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the breath returns to God who gave it. 
Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher; all is vanity.

Besides being wise, the Teacher also taught the people knowledge, weighing and studying and 
arranging many proverbs. The Teacher sought to find pleasing words, and he wrote words of truth 
plainly.



4

The sayings of the wise are like goads, and like nails firmly fixed are the collected sayings that are 
given by one shepherd. Of anything beyond these, my child, beware. Of making many books there 
is no end, and much study is a weariness of the flesh.

The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear God, and keep his commandments; for that is the 
whole duty of everyone. For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every secret thing, 
whether good or evil.

Lector Here ends the lesson.

All stand for
The Magnificat music: Alexander L’Estrange (b. 1974), New College, Oxford
 words: Song of Mary, Luke 1:46-55; & Gloria Patri

My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior.
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations.
He hath showed strength with his arm;
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat,
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel,
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

All sit for
The Second Lesson Matthew 6:5-8

Lector A Lesson from The Gospel of Matthew.

Jesus “Whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 
received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to 
your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

“When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do; for they think that they 
will be heard because of their many words. Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 
need before you ask him.”

Lector Here ends the lesson.

All stand for
The Nunc Dimittis music: Alexander L’Estrange (b. 1974), New College, Oxford
 words: Song of Simeon, Luke 2:29-32; & Gloria Patri

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word;
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared before the face of all people,
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.
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All sing 
The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth;
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;
 who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
 born of the Virgin Mary,
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,
 was crucified, dead, and buried.
 He descended into hell.
 The third day he rose again from the dead.
 He ascended into heaven,
 and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty.
 From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost,
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints,
 the forgiveness of sins,
 the resurrection of the body,
 and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
The Choir sings
The Preces and Responses  music: Joanne Forbes L’Estrange (b. 1971)

V. The Lord be with you.
R. And with thy spirit.

All stand or kneel.
V. Let us pray.
R. Lord, have mercy upon us.

  Christ, have mercy upon us.
  Lord, have mercy upon us.
 Our Father, which art in heaven,
 Hallowed be thy Name.
 Thy kingdom come,
 Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our trespasses,
 As we forgive them that trespass against us.
 And lead us not into temptation;
 But deliver us from evil. Amen.
V. O Lord, show thy mercy upon us:
R. And grant us thy salvation.
V. O Lord, save the State:
R. And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
V. Endue thy ministers with righteousness:
R. And make thy chosen people joyful.
V. O Lord, save thy people:
R. And bless thine inheritance.
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V. Give peace in our time, O Lord:
R. Because there is none other that fighteth for us, 

  but only thou, O God.
V. O God, make clean our hearts within us:
R. And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

The Collects

A Collect
Assist us, O God, to love one another as sisters and brothers, and to balance discipline with love 
and rules with compassion, according to the example shown by thy servant Scholastica; for the 
sake of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee and the Holy Ghost be all honor and 
glory, now and for ever. Amen.

A Collect for Peace
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: Give unto 
thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee, we, being defended from the fear of all enemies, may pass 
our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

A Collect for Aid against Perils
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils 
and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

All sit for
The Anthem after the Third Collect music: Annabel Rooney (b. 1973), Round me falls the night
 words: William Romanis (1824-1899)

Round me falls the night;
Savior, be my light.
Through the hours in darkness shrouded
Let me see thy face unclouded;
Let thy glory shine
In this heart of mine.

Earthly work is done;
Earthly sounds are none.
Rest in sleep and silence seeking,
Jesus, let me hear you speaking;
In my spirit’s ear,
Whisper, “I am near.”

Blessed, heavenly light,
Shining through earth’s night,
Voice that oft of love hast told me,
Arms, so strong to clasp and hold me;
Thou thy watch wilt keep,
Savior, o’er my sleep.



7

All stand to sing. Please use the blue hymnals.
The Meditation Hymn: 475, “God himself is with us” Tysk

All sit for
The Meditation Canon Boyd

The Offertory Sentence

Anthem at the Offering  music: Spiritual, arr. Moses Hogan (1957-2003), Abide with me
 words: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847)

Abide with me, fast falls the eventide;
the darkness deepens, Lord, with me abide;
when other helpers fail and comforts flee,
help of the helpless, O abide with me.

I need Thy presence every passing hour.
What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s power?
Who, like Thyself, my guide and stay can be?
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me.

O Thou who changest not, abide with me.
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. Amen.

All stand or kneel for
The Intercessions

All stand or kneel to pray
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom

Officiant  Let us pray.
All  Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord 
 to make our common supplication unto thee, 
 and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son 
 that when two or three are gathered together in his Name 
 thou wilt be in the midst of them: 
 Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants
 as may be best for us; 
 granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, 
 and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen.

The Grace

All sit for
The Parish Notices
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All stand to sing
The Closing Hymn: 488 music: Slane, Irish ballad melody, adapt. The Church Hymnary, 1927
 words: Irish, ca. 700; versified Mary Elizabeth Byrne (1880-1931); tr. Eleanor H. Hull (1860-1935), alt.

The Psalm in Procession 150 Anglican chant: George S. Talbot (1875-1918)
 BCP, p. 807

Hallelujah! Praise God in his holy temple; *
 praise him in the firmament of his power.

Praise him for his mighty acts; *
 praise him for his excellent greatness.

Praise him with the blast of the ram’s-horn; *
 praise him with lyre and harp.

Praise him with timbrel and dance; *
 praise him with strings and pipe.

Praise him with resounding cymbals; *
 praise him with loud-clanging cymbals.

Let everything that has breath *
 praise the Lord. Hallelujah.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Ghost: 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen.
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Those who wish to remain for Holy Communion may move to the front of the Nave.

The holy Communion

The Reverend Canon David E. Boyd III, Celebrant

The Great Thanksgiving BCP, p. 340

The Sanctus: S 114 Healey Willan (1880-1968)
Service music (indicated by “S” numbers) is found at the front of the Hymnal. 
After the Sanctus, all may kneel or stand.
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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
 hallowed be thy Name,
 thy kingdom come,
 thy will be done,
 on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
 as we forgive those
 who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
 and the power, and the glory,
 for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
All Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Communion
All are welcome to receive the consecrated bread of the Eucharist. Come to the altar at the direction of the ushers. 
Stand or kneel at the rail and receive the bread (a wafer) in the palm of your hand. If you desire to receive a blessing, 
cross your arms across your chest.

The Postcommunion Prayer BCP, p. 339
Celebrant  Let us pray.
All Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee
 for that thou dost feed us, in these holy mysteries, with the
 spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy
 Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of
 thy favor and goodness towards us; and that we are very
 members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, the
 blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs,
 through hope, of thy everlasting kingdom. And we humbly
 beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us with thy
 grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do
 all such good works as thou hast prepared for us to walk in;
 through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the
 Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end.
 Amen.

The Blessing
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All sing
The Processional: Hymn 656 music: Franconia, melody Johann Balthasar König (1691-1758); 
 adapt. and harm. William Henry Havergal (1793-1870)
 words: stz. 1 and 3, John Keble (1792-1866), alt.; stz. 2 and 4 William John Hall (1793-1861), alt.

The Dismissal
Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
All Thanks be to God. 
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All music is reprinted by permission under ONE LICENSE (license number A-717455).
Music from The Hymnal 1982 © Church Publishing, Inc.., unless noted otherwise below:

Hymn 34 words © 1982 Anne LeCroy; music © 1984 Richard W. Dirksen.
Hymn 475 words st. 3 by permission of David D. Coffin.

Hymn 488 music by permission of Oxford University Press.
Service Music S-114 by permission of Oxford University Press.
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